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SENATE ACQUITS TRUMP 


President found ‘not guilty’ on both articles of impeachment 


Senators vote on the first article of impeachment during the trial of President Donald Trump, who was charged with abusing his power by 
pressuring Ukraine to investigate Democratic rival Joe Biden and with obstructing Congress. Trump was acquitted on both charges. 


Burr, Tillis fall in line, 
vote to acquit Trump 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

North Carolina Republican 
Sens. Richard Burr and Thom 
Tillis voted not guilty on both 
articles of impeachment against 
President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday, as the Republican- 
held Senate acquitted Trump in 
just the third presidential im- 
peachment trial in U.S. history. 


The Senate voted 52-48 to 
acquit Trump on the abuse of 
power charge with Republican 
Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah vot- 
ing to convict and all others 
voting with their parties. The 
vote was 53-47 along party lines 
on the obstruction of Congress 
charge. The Senate needed 67 
guilty votes to convict and re- 
move Trump from office. 

The Democratic-controlled 
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YURI GRIPAS TNS 


President Donald Trump was acquitted on two articles of impeachment. 
It was just the third impeachment trial in American history. 


BY LISA MASCARO 
AND MARY CLARE JALONICK 


Associated Press 


President Donald Trump won 
acquittal Wednesday in the U.S. 
Senate, bringing to a close only 
the third presidential trial in 
American history with votes that 
split the country, tested civic 
norms and fed the tumultuous 
2020 race for the White House. 

A majority of senators ex- 
pressed unease with Trump’s 
pressure campaign on Ukraine 
that resulted in the two articles 
of impeachment. But the final 
tallies - 52-48 favoring acquittal 
of abuse of power, 53-47 of 
obstruction of Congress’ in- 
vestigation - fell far short. Two- 
thirds “guilty” votes would have 
been needed to reach the Con- 
stitution’s bar of high crimes 
and misdemeanors to convict 
and remove Trump from office. 

The outcome Wednesday 
followed months of remarkable 
impeachment proceedings, from 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s House 
to Mitch McConnell’s Senate, 
reflecting the nation’s unrelent- 
ing partisan divide three years 
into the Trump presidency. 

What started as Trump’s re- 
quest for Ukraine to “do us a 
favor” spun into a far-reaching, 
28,000-page report compiled by 
House investigators accusing an 
American president of engaging 
in shadow diplomacy that 
threatened U.S. foreign relations 
for personal, political gain as he 
pressured the ally to investigate 
Democratic rival Joe Biden 
ahead of the next election. 

No president has ever been 
removed by the Senate. 

A politically emboldened 
Trump has eagerly predicted 
vindication, deploying the ver- 
dict as a political anthem in his 
reelection bid. The president 
claims he did nothing wrong, 
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Raleigh Council disbands CACs to 
revamp community engagement 


BY ANNA JOHNSON 
ajohnson@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
In a split vote, the Raleigh 
City Council voted Tuesday to 
disband the 18 community or- 
ganizations that are supposed to 


seek input from residents on city 
matters. 

No advance notice was given 
of the action, which occurred in 
a 6-2 vote at the end of the 
council’s afternoon meeting. 

The boards, called Citizen 
Advisory Councils, will be al- 
lowed to continue for 45 days to 


allow rezoning cases that have 
already been scheduled to be 
heard. 

Council member Saige Martin, 
who made the motion, said the 
CACs don’t represent the entire 
community and there are people 
whose points of view have been 
left out of their discussions. 


He asked that the city hire a 
consultant to help create an 
office of engagement. 

“We seek to revolutionize our 
civic engagement process to 
ensure an inclusionary, partici- 
patory, democracy, in which 
residents have multiple opportu- 
nities to engage as partners and 
co-creators of the future of our 
city,” Martin said in his motion. 

At the council table, he asked 
that people remain silent while 
he read his motion because 
there have been so many people 
who have not been heard by the 


council. There are some good 
CACs and leaders in those or- 
ganizations, he said, adding that 
he wants them to be apart of the 
new engagement process. 

Council members David Cox 
and Corey Branch voted against 
disbanding the organizations. 

“People are watching,” 
Branch said. 

Cox, visibly upset, began 
criticizing the decision but was 
gaveled down by Mayor Mary- 
Ann Baldwin before order was 
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